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1 . Transmittal of the translation to the applicant. 

The International Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the English translation niade by the International Bureau of the international 
prehnunary examination report established by the International Preliminary Examining Authority. 

2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the elected Offices, 

The International Bureau notifies the applicant that copies of that translation have been iiansmitted to the followinc elected Offices 
requiring such translation: ^ 

A2, CA. OH. ON, CO, GH, KG, KP, KR, MK, MZ, RU, TM 

The foUowing elected Offices, having waived the requirement for such a transmittal at tiiis time, will receive copies of that translation from 
the International Bureau only upon their request: 

AE, AG, AL, AM, AP, AT, AU. BA, BB, BG. BR, BY, BZ. CR. CU, CZ, DE. DK, DM, DZ EA EC EE EG EP ES Fl GR 
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3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the official language(s) of the elected Offlce(s). 

The applicant is reminded that, where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation 
must contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. 

It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned fRulc 74 1^ Sm» 
Vohmie O of the POT Applicant's Guide for further details. 
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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. & j 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



-niis report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority {see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



Hiese annexes consist of a total of 



IS 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 



I 




II 


□ 


in 
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IV 
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V 




VI 


□ 


vn 


□ 


vm 


□ 



Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supportmg such statement 



Date of submission of the demand 

16 January 2004 (16.01.2004) 


Date of completion of this report 

16 July 2004 (16.07.2004) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/EP 

Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Forni PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL K 



ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



•ational application No. 
PCT/EP2003/010726 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I Ae international application as originally filed 
the description: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, Qled with the demand 



1-8, 8a 



, filed with the letter of 



07 July 2004 (07.07.2004) 



the claims: 
pages 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Aiticle 19 
, filed with flie demand 



1-33 



filed with the letter of 



07 July 2004 (07>07.2004) 



the drawings: 
pages 



1/16-16/16 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language^ all the elements marked above were avaUable or fiimished to this Authority in the language in which i 
the international application was filed, unless oth^wise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is- 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)) 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 



4. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together witii the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently fiimished vwitten sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the infoimation recorded in computer readable fomi is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in tfie Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain ametidments (Rule 70 J 6 
and 70.17). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



1. Basis of the report 

1 . This rqx)rt has been drawn on the basis of (Replacement sheets whicfi have been fumi^ed to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
tmder Article 14 are referred to in this report as "ari^nalfy filed*' and are not annexed to the leport since they do not contain amendments,)'. 



1. The amendments siibmitted with the letter of 6 July 
2004 introduce substantive matter which, contrary 
to PCT Article 34(2) (b) , goes beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed. This 
finding concerns the following additions to 
claim 1 : 

(a) "...or a flow rectifier (14) being connected 
downstream of the jet splitting device (2)../^} 

(b) "and the through-flow holes (3) in the jet 
splitting device (2) having a smaller diameter 
than the through- flow apertures (12, 15) in the 
jet regulating devi ce (4) or in the flow 
rectifier (14) '\ 

2. These additional feature combinations unacceptably 
broaden the application for the following reasons: 

(a) The original application does not disclose a 
jet regulator with only a flow rectifier 
connected to a jet splitting device. The 
following combinations were originally 
disclosed: 

jet splitting device and jet regulating device 
{ claim 4 ) ; 

jet splitting device, jet regulating device and 
flow rectifier (see page 8, lines 18 to 23); 
jet splitting device and flow rectifier with 



International ^jplicadon No. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International implication No. 
PCj^BP 03/10726 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . This report has beai drawn on the basis of (RepIaceniefU ^eets whidi have bem fianished to the fiscetving Office in response to an invitation 
wider Article J 4 are referred to in tijis report as " originally filed" and are not amexed to tire r^ortsaice they do not contain amerub^ 

special through-flow apertures (claim 23) ; 

jet splitting device, flow rectifier and baffle 

plate (see page 18, lines 8 to 14) , 



It is clear that a structure comprising simply a 
jet splitting device and a flow rectifier is not 
wanted, since the water jet must first be 
decelerated, which is achieved in the variants with 
a jet regulating device or baffle plate, 

(b) This feature combination is not originally 
disclosed in the description, claims or 
drawings- The drawings show apertures with 
different cross - sections , but none of the 
apertures are circular and therefore do not 
have a "diameter" (i.e. a polygon, square, etc. 
is not characterised by means of a diameter 
because it does not have a diameter) . 

3. Pursuant to PCT Rule 70.2(c), the examination 

report is established without taking the above- 
mentioned amendments into consideration. This 
means that claim 1 is examined as a combination of 
the original claims 1 and 4. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


14, 16, 19, 27-29 


YES 




Claims 


1-13, 15, 17, 18, 20-26, 30-33 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-33 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-33 


YES 



Claims 



NO 



Citations and explanations 
1. Dociiments 



2. 



Dl: DE-U-2000G163 
D2: FR-A-1387318 
D3: US-A-3334818 
D4: US-A-3229916 
D5: WO83/01266 
D6: EP-A-1076136 
D7: DE-A-10027987 
D8: WO95/06787 
D9: EP-A-1001095 

Xndependent claim 1 , lack of novelty^ POT Article 
33(2) 



2.1 Dl is considered the prior art closest to 
independent claim 1 . 

2.2 Dl discloses a jet regulator 1 cooiprising a mounting 
casing 4, which is divided into at least two 
mutually connectable casing parts 5,6, and a jet 
splitting device 2 which is disposed inside the 
mounting casing and is connected so as to not be 
detachable to a casing part 5 on the inflow side, a 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
7EP 03/10726 



jet regulating device 3 being connected downstream 
of the jet splitting device 2. 

2.3 The combination of features described in claim 1 is 
thus already known from document . Dl. Consequently, 
claim 1 does not meet the requirements of PCT 
Article 33(2) because the subject matter thereof 
lacks novelty. 

2.4 In addition, each of documents D2 to D6 also 
discloses the combination of features described in 
claim 1. Consequently, claim 1 also does not meet 
the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) in relation to 
each of documents D2 to D6 : 

D2: mounting casing 4,5 comprising two casing parts 

4,5, jet splitting device 12, jet regulating 

device 21,23; 
D3: mounting casing 54,70 comprising two casing 

parts 54,70, jet splitting device 50,52, jet 

regulating device 64,66; 
D4: mounting casing 60,62 comprising two casing 

parts 60,62, jet splitting device 61, jet 

regulating device 68; 
D5: mounting casing 110 comprising two casing parts 

112,114, jet splitting device 104, jet 

regulating device 108; 
D6: mounting casing 2 comprising two casing parts 

9,10, jet splitting device 5, jet regulating 
device 3 . 

3 . Dependent claims 2-33 



Dependent claims 2 to 33 do not contain any 
additional features which, in combination with the 
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features of any claim to which they refer back, 
result in subject matter that is novel and involves 
an inventive step with reference to the documents 
previously cited during the current procedure. 

3.2 This is because the additional features of these 
claims : 



are either already known from one of documents 
Dl to D6 ( claims 2 to 13, 15, 17, 18, 20 to 26. 
30 to 33 ; see the search report) 

or are an obvious combination of features from 
the available prior art documents, Dl to D9, or 
concern minor structural modifications of the 
kind that a person skilled in the art routinely 
makes on the basis of familiar considerations 
( claims 14, 16, 19, 27- 29) . 

Additional comments 

The following wording in the description broadens 
the scope of protection in a manner that is vague 
and not clearly defined (PCT Guidelines, C-III, 4.3a 
and 6.5) : 



page 6, lines 1 and 2, "Jn an embodiment ... 
worthy of individual proteatian,./^ ; 

page 11, lines 8 to 10: "The individual features 
may be implemented individually or combined in 
an embodiment as per the invention''^ 

2. Contrary to PCT Rule 6.3(b), claim 1 is not drafted 
in the two-part form. 
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International s^lication No. 
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^^mEP 03/10726 



3, The back references in the dependent claims are 
incorrect. For example, the insert part (5) is 
first mentioned in claim 9 . Consequently, claim 10 
can refer back only to claim 9. 



4 - Claim 26 contains wording between parentheses • The 
intended limitations are thereby unclear (PCT 
Article 6) . 



FormPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



